
Success Criteria

L.O.
• To be able to consider how a character has been developed by an 

author.

• I can suggest words to describe a character and their feelings.

• I can write sentences to describe a character.

• I can use evidence in a story to support my observations.



Since Shakespeare’s original play was written hundreds of years ago, 
there have been many different versions and interpretations of the 

Macbeth story.

Story Versions

These include adaptations as comic strips, illustrated versions and 
translations into more modern language. You could try finding a copy to 

borrow – at the library, for example.



Mind-map any words you can think of to describe Macbeth, separated 
into before and then after the murder of King Duncan.

First Thoughts



Did you think of any of these words?

Collecting Ideas Together
Who can suggest some of the words they have thought of so far?

Before:

brave

heroic

strong

leader

ambitious

After:

guilty

paranoid

afraid

disloyal

cruel

selfish

evil



Now that we have a range of words that are effective descriptions of 
Macbeth’s character, can anyone can give reasons or explanations for why 

they are effective choices?

Evidence and Explanation

What evidence is there in 
the story so far to support 

these opinions?



Use the words we have collected to describe Macbeth. Explain your choices 
with evidence or reasoning. 

Character Study

Your work could be set out like this:

heroic

Macbeth is heroic because he fights 

bravely to defend Scotland against 

the invaders and leads them to 

victory in the battle.



Read your explanation to somebody - but without saying what word you 
are attempting to justify.

They are going to attempt to guess or figure out the descriptive word, 
based only on the explanation!

Guess the Word
How good are your explanations?

Example:
I think Macbeth is [BLANK] 
because he fights bravely to 
defend Scotland against the 
invaders and leads them to 
victory in the battle.

The word was ‘heroic’.


